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"They're baaaaack." 
That Little Girl in Poltergeist II 
Open House Coming on March 5- 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
Once More Unto the Breach, Dear Friends ... Yes it's Time to Talk 
Budgets Again 
Board Chair Bruce Friefeld and President Stuart Fagan testified before 
the House Appropriations Committee for Higher Education on February 
25. Both urged committee members to consider how higher education 
is entwined in the key issues facing the state- K-12 education, health 
care, and economic growth. Friefeld also asked the legislature to 
recognize that" ... the public universities in Illinois are not identical. The 
needs of a research institution are different from the needs of 
Governors State. Our unique mission is to serve working adults and 
make a quality university education accessible to under-represented 
populations." Fagan called on the committee to take into account the 
long-term consequences of any decisions it makes. "Continue to under 
fund public higher education, let alone fail to keep pace with the rate of 
inflation, and there will be serious consequences," he warned. "We 
cannot improve the educational system without qualified and well­
prepared K-12 teachers and administrators. We cannot sustain our 
health care system without filling the growing vacancies for nurses, 
therapists, speech pathologists, and health care administrators. And we 
cannot drive economic growth and create jobs without managers, 
accountants, and skilled professionals." Fagan detailed the 
consequences of the budget cuts of the past three years - cuts in 
service, elimination of class offerings, and the closing of one academic 
program. He asked that, at the least, appropriations for Fiscal Year 
2006 be flat with FYOS, as the Governor proposed, and that the 
legislature also restore the additional $100,000 appropriation it 
approved last year for Governors State. 
Science Lab Renovation on Hold for the Moment 
The renovation of GSU's science labs is in the queue at the Capital 
Development Board. The legislature has approved the project. The 
COB has approved the proposed design. But no funds have been 
appropriated for any capital project in the state. Fagan asked the 
legislature to provide funds in the upcoming capital budget and has 
received a commitment of support from legislative leaders. 
Southland Connection 
This region is well represented on the House Appropriations Committee 
for Higher Education. Its chair is David Miller, representative from 
District 29 (Dolton, South Holland, Thornton, Ford Heights). George 
Scully, from District 80 (Homewood, Hazel Crest, Olympia Fields) and 
an adjunct faculty member in the College of Business and Public 
Administration, serves on the committee, as does Will Davis, from 
District 30 (Midlothian, Robbins, Harvey) and who is also completing 
his master's in Public Administration at GSU. Each expressed his 
strong support for GSU at the hearing on February 25. 
While We Were Loafing ... 
A lot was happening at the university. On January 29 the university 
held its first Winter commencement...Frank Clark, president of CornEd, 
and himself a product of a community college and night school, was 
awarded the honorary degree of Doctor of Humane Letters ... The 
Spring commencement is scheduled for June 5 ... On January 11, 
Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr. visited the Family Development 
Center to dedicate the Center's new playground. (A brilliant piece of 
planning -dedicating a playground in the dead of winter!) ... The 
congressman was instrumental in securing $300,000 in funding for the 
playground equipment and many services and training programs 
provided by the FDC ... On January 29 and 30 the university hosted a 
meeting of student representatives to the Illinois Board of Higher 
Education. GSU's IBHE student representative, George Ashford, 
reports that there were approximately 60 student representatives from 
Illinois public and private colleges and universities on hand ... Earlier, on 
January 25, faculty representatives to IBHE met at Governors State, in 
an event arranged by Maribeth Kasik ... And yes, the trees in the Hall of 
Governors are gone, removed for safety reasons. 
It's live: new certificate in online teaching (Click here.) 
Health Admin profs present Certificate of Need analysis {Pgint here. 
New Reading Certificate program launches Spring/Summer <Click not, 
l?eerJot} 
Nilsson awarded multicultural literature grant (Cii«.ls..Burma Shave) 
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